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GREENE - On Friday, 
February 6, 2026, local lead-
ers gathered at The Impact 
Project’s office in Greene to 
discuss a staggering reality: 
Chenango County’s housing 
vacancy rate has climbed to 
more than double the nation-
al average.

According to The Impact 
Project Founder and CEO, Jim 
Willard, Chenango County 
has over 6,000 vacant homes, 
and the situation has been 
getting worse with each year 
that passes.

“25. percent of all the 
homes in Chenango County 
are completely vacant,” he 
said. “That’s twice the nation-
al average.”

“In Chenango County, 
two to three homeowners 
per week leave their homes. 
Housing has come to a tip-
ping point, and if the county 
doesn’t band together things 
will get worse, especially 
for the individuals who can-
not afford the cost of home 
repairs.”

Census data supports 
Willard’s claims. Six years 
ago, Chenango County 
showed signs of distress 
with a total housing vacancy 
rate of 20.5 percent. At that 
time, roughly 5,142 out of the 
county’s 25,057 housing units 
sat empty. A few weeks ago, 

the 2026 Housing Inventory 
Estimates were released. That 
data shows that the total 
vacancy rate in Chenango 
County has climbed to 25.2 
percent.

The Impact Project is a 
non-profit organization 
founded in Greene and ded-
icated to keeping homeown-
ers in their homes by provid-

ing essential home repairs. 
The group specializes in 
addressing emergency hous-
ing needs including collaps-
ing roofs, failing furnaces, 
and handicap accessibility 
that residents oftentimes can-
not afford.

Willard said while funding 
for their projects is always a 
concern, partners like SFCU 

have continuously stepped 
up to help.

“The need and the chal-
lenge of the housing crisis 
is real,” said SFCU President 
and CEO Jim Reynolds. 
Reynolds said supporting 
The Impact Project highlights 
the union’s mission to “do 
well to do good.”

At the meeting, Reynolds 

said SFCU has pledged 
$550,500 towards The Impact 
Project as part of their 
effort to help Southern Tier 
Communities, and provided 
Willard with several checks.

SFCU’s contribution 
included two major streams 
of funding for The Impact 
Project, $500,000 in project 
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Visit Chenango 
County  

Outdoors
Balsam Pond

Pharsalia,  
McDonough

Small motorboats or canoes. 
153 acres, average 9′ depth, warm 
water fishery. Hand launch 2 
mi. south of the Village. Fish: 
Norlunge, largemouth bass, yel-
low perch, sunfish and chain 
pickerel

Brookfield State 
Forest

Hubbardsville/
Brookfield, NY
(607) 674-4017

130 miles of trails spread over 
13,000 acres for: X-country ski-
ing, hiking, horseback riding, 
and snowmobiling. Facilities: 
Pavilion, picnic area, handi-
capped mounting platforms for 
horseback riding.

Genegantslet Creek
McDonough,  

Smithville Flats, NY
The Genegantslet Creek not 

only supports trout populations, 
it is considered to be one of the 
premiere trout streams in the 
region. This stream holds native 
brook trout and is annually 
stocked with brown trout. This 
DEC fishing access site is located 
just outside of Genegantslet State 
Forest. There is a small accessible 
fishing platform with parking.

Guilford Lake
Rte. 8

Guilford, NY
Lake is privately owned, but 

there is public access for car top 
boats only. Fish: Bass, pickerel, 
sunnies and bullhead.

Hunts Pond State 
Forest

2 miles southwest of New Berlin
New Berlin, NY 13411

NYS DEC (607) 674-4017
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SFCU President and CEO Jim Reynolds, Greene SFCU Branch Manager Sharon Wilson, and Impact Project Director Jim Willard following 
the Housing Crisis Meeting on February 6th. They are joined by others including SFCU Staff, Village of Greene Mayor Jessup DuMond, and 
Town of Greene Supervisor Bernie McDermott. SFCU’s community investment, a combination of project loans and operational donations, is 
designed to help homeowners stay in their homes and combat the housing crisis. (Photo by Zachary Meseck)
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Chenango County Dairy Day celebrated everything  
agriculture in 2025

Dairy Day Ambassadors created a nine gallon ice cream sundae and served visitors at Dairy Day. (Sub-
mitted photo)

Children enjoyed racing through the hay bale maze at Dairy Day. 
(Photo by Kelli Miller)

NORWICH - On June 21, 
under sunny skies and warm 
temperatures, families and 
friends visited the annu-
al Dairy Day event at the 
Norwich Fairgrounds. 

Scores of local residents 
turned out to learn all about 
the dairy industry and sam-
ple a few dairy products.

Assemblyman Joe 
Angelino and Chenango 
County Farm Bureau (CCFB) 
President Terry Ives visited 
with visitors and celebrated 
everything dairy.

Angelino noted it was a 
beautiful day for the crowds 
to learn about the dairy 

Continued on page 5

The Impact Project Battles Ongoing Housing 
Crisis with $550,500 in Funding From SFCU
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Contact us today to schedule your free assessment. Phone: 607-658-9435 Email: support@teamsharptech.com 

SharpTech Solutions – Local Expertise, Reliable Results

Ready for Worry-Free IT That Keeps Your Business Running?
SharpTech Solutions is a locally owned and operated managed IT service provider that has proudly served Chenango County businesses for nearly 20 years.

We’ve recently tripled our Chenango County customer base, serving a wide range of local organizations including industrial, professional practices, 
nonprofits, and government entities.

Every new partnership begins with a complimentary onsite network assessment and in-depth consultation to understand your unique technology needs. 
Performed by an experienced technician, it’s completely free and comes with no obligation.

Most support is delivered remotely for fast, efficient resolution minimizing downtime and keeping your operations running smoothly.

Our comprehensive services include:
• 24/7 remote monitoring and management of PCs, servers, firewalls, and networks
• Priority technical support
• Advanced cybersecurity protection

• Reliable backup and disaster recovery solutions
• A dedicated technician assigned to your account
• Full help desk support

loans with an interest rate of 
half a percent, and a donation 
to the nonprofit of $50,500 as 
part of SFCU’s community 
building campaign called, “A 
Million Reasons.”

Filling the Financial 
‘Doughnut Hole’

The funding targets a 
specific demographic that 
Willard calls the “doughnut 
hole,” which are households 
that earn too much to qualify 
for federal poverty assistance 
but lack the thousands of dol-
lars required for emergency 
repairs.

“If you’re beneath the fed-
eral poverty level, we do 
the repair for free,” Willard 
explained. “But if you’re in 
that ‘doughnut hole’, over 
poverty but within HEAP 
guidelines, you typically 
qualify for nothing. That’s 
where this program changes 
lives.”

For a family of four, the 
2025-2026 HEAP month-
ly income limit is $6,680. 
Thanks to the funding from 
SFCU, Chenango County 
families in this bracket can 
now qualify for up to $15,000 
in repairs at a record-low 0.5 
percent interest rate.

“Every 48 hours, a home-
owner in Chenango County 
leaves their home,” Willard 
said. “The final nail in the 
coffin is when the home is no 
longer safe and affordable.”

He added that SFCU 

has previously dedicated 
$300,000 in loans towards 
The Impact Project’s efforts, 
and a homeowner has never 
missed a payment.

“There are people that don’t 
want things for free,” said 
Willard. “As much as they 
know they got a deal, they 
still have some dignity and 
pride about where they’re 
paying for something.”

He added that SFCU’s loan 

provides people with the 
opportunity to pay for the 
repairs that they know their 
home needs, at a rate they 
couldn’t get anywhere else.

Greene’s Mayor on Wors-
ening Housing Crisis

According to Village 
of Greene Mayor Jessup 
DuMond, the average home 
in the Village is 100 years 
old, and the oldest is 214 

years old. Mayor DuMond 
said most are in good shape 
thanks to owners who have 
the pride and financial 
means to take care of them, 
but there are plenty, even in 
the village, that are vacant 
and in extreme disrepair.

“We literally have a house 
falling in on itself,” he said. 
“This house has been aban-
doned for more than 10 years, 
and people ask me, ‘Well, 

why don’t you just tear it 
down?’ And I usually try to 
get out of the conversation as 
quickly as possible and I say, 
‘Well, it’s private property. 
I can’t just take it.’ But it’s 
deeper than that.”

“From way back in our 
founding documents, private 
property is one of the most 
important God-given rights. 
And every individual and 
every American when asked 

will have a different defini-
tion of the American Dream, 
but I would say most of them 
include buying a house.”

Dumond said the num-
ber of vacant houses around 
Greene is a staggering num-
ber, but dealing with vacant 
homes is not what The Impact 
Project does. He added that 
The Impact Project is trying 

The Impact Project battles ongoing housing crisis with 
$550,500 in funding from SFCU -

SFCU President and CEO Jim Reynolds (right) presents two checks totaling $50,500 in donations to The Impact Project Founder Jim Willard (center) and Greene Branch Man-
ager Sharon Wilson (left) on Friday, Feb. 6, 2026, in Greene. The donation, part of the credit union’s “A Million Reasons” campaign, will fund operational costs for local home 
repair projects. (Photos by Zachary Meseck)

Continued from page 1

Continued on page 3
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If you are 
looking to 
sell your 
farm, home 
or country 
property,
call today...

Sean Campbell
Realtor/Broker/Owner

Office: (607) 334-5555
Mobile: (607) 316-8587
Sean1realtor@gmail.com

Full Salon Services, Tanning Packages Available,
Gift Certificates Available,

Women, Men and Children are Welcome

Located at 90 Borden Ave., Norwich

607-316-8512

• Auctioneers
• Licensed 

Real Estate
Brokers

607-692-4540 -or- 1-800-MANASSE
12 Henry St. (Rte. 26 S), P.O. Box 738

Whitney Point, NY 13862 • Fax: 607-692-4327
Email: ManasseAuctions@aol.com

Visit Us At Our Website: www.manasseauctions.com

MOWING & LANDSCAPING/
TRUCKING & EXCAVATION 

for this Spring and Summer

CALL FOR 
ESTIMATE TODAY!

Corey: 607-373-0584
Brandon: 607-373-0844

Residential & Commercial Property Services

NOW 
BOOKING

• Hardscaping • Spring Clean Ups • Small Tree Removal 
• Land Clearing and Grading • Septic Installation & Repair

• Fence Installations/Retaining Walls • Mulch & Pavers 
• Shrubbery Installation 

• Patio & Concrete 
Sidewalk Installation

The Impact Project battles ongoing housing 
crisis with $550,500 in funding from SFCU -

to stop that number from get-
ting worse by helping people 
stay in their homes.

“The vacant homes in 
many cases, let’s just say it, 
the blight is on us - the elect-
ed officials in the villages, 
and the towns, and in the 
counties,” he said. “There 
is a process, and since I’ve 
become mayor we’re going 
through it, but it’s a long and 
expensive process.”

“No matter the circum-
stances, it’s hard to take pri-
vate property; we established 
that 250 years ago.”

The Mayor said for the sec-
ond time in a few years, his 
hometown credit union, the 
Sidney Federal Credit Union, 
is stepping up to the plate to 
make a big difference to help 
people keep their homes.

“And I want to thank the 
Sidney Federal Credit Union 
for their contribution to our 
community… thank you for 

stepping up to help people in 
and around the Greene area 
repair their houses,” said 
Dumond. “In closing, I’d like 
to say congratulations to the 
Impact Project.”

“And if you’d like to help 
them with funding, get a 
hold of the Impact Project, 
call them, search them on 
social media. And if you have 
the capacity, lend a hand. 
Help them out. Help them 
help people.”

Helping Hundreds of 
Homeowners

The Impact Project is one 
of the only organizations 
remaining in Chenango 
County that can provide 
these services to homeown-
ers. As of the time of writing 
this article, the organization 
has completed 290 projects 
through its more than 20 
years of operation.

According to Willard, 
this has been made possi-
ble thanks to the generosity 

of thousands of volunteers, 
key business partners includ-
ing Blue Ox, Curtis Lumber, 
Alpine, and SFCU, and the 
dedication of his team.

“This is about saving peo-
ple’s homes,” Willard con-
cluded. “There is no better 
feeling than pulling out of a 
driveway after we’ve finished 
a roof, and it starts raining.”

“Because in that moment, 
you know you just saved 
their house.”

Willard recommends any-
one who needs a vital home 
repair to reach out. He said if 
The Impact Project can’t help, 
they will work with home-
owners to find an organiza-
tion that will.

Anyone interested in learn-
ing more about the Impact 
Project can visit its Facebook 
Page at https://www.face-
book.com/theimpactproject 
or website at https://theim-
pactprojectgreene.org for 
additional information.

The pond area is open to fishing and car top boat 
launching. Camping around the perimeter of the pond 
is available with a free permit from the DEC Sherburne 
office from May 1 to September 30.Fish: large-mouth bass, 
chain pickerel & panfish. Hiking, cross-country skiing, 
hunting and trapping with permit.

Jackson Pond
Located on Pharsalia Wildlife Mngmt

Pharsalia, NY
Canoes, 18-acres located on the Pharsalia Wildlife 

Management area. Fish: Northern pike, largemouth bass 
& panfish.

Jeffery Pond
3 miles northeast of Norwich

North Norwich, NY
Canoes, 20-acres that are a part of the Whaupaunaucau 

State Forest. Fish: Brook trout, largemouth bass, brown 
bullhead & sunfish.

Long Pond
Town of Smithville, off Rte. 41

Smithville Flats, NY
NYS DEC (607) 674-4017

Small motorboats or canoes. 117 acres. Chain pickerel, 
largemouth bass and tiger musky are the main gamefish 
found in the pond. Black crappie, yellow perch, bluegill 
and pumpkinseed sunfish can also be found in the pond. 
Long Pond is a very popular ice fishing location.

Millbrook Recreation Park
Off King Settlement Road (County Road 29)

New Berlin, NY 13411
(607) 217-8533

Open year round. Fishing, hiking, camping and cross 
country skiing. Swimming runs from June until Labor 
Day (weather and staffing requirements permitting.) A 
reservation for the pavilion or camping is made through 
the town office (847-8909).

NY River Adventures
100 Tall Pines Lane (off Rte 8 N)

Bainbridge, NY 13730
(607) 563-8271

River Tubing, Canoeing & Kayaking Located on the 
Unadilla & Susquehanna Rivers we offer a beautiful, 
fun-filled adventure for singles, couples, families or 
groups with river tubing, canoeing and kayaking trips 
& rentals. 

Oliver’s Campers
Chamber Member
6460 State Hwy. 12
Norwich, NY 13815

(607) 334-3400
Family owned and operated since 1966. We sell a vari-

ety of RVs including Travel Trailers, Fifth Wheels, Pop-
Ups, and Toy Haulers. 

Pharsalia Recreational Vehicle Trail
Pharsalia, NY
(607) 647-5739

18.2 miles of marked trails are available for X-country 
skiing, hiking and horseback riding.

Pharsalia Wildlife Management Area
Pharsalia, NY
(607) 647-5774

4,356 acres are available for bird watching, X-country 
skiing, fishing, hunting and trapping. In 1926, the area 
became the first game refuge acquired by the State. 
Access depends on the weather conditions.

Pharsalia Woods State Forest
Chamber Member

Plymouth, NY
(607) 674-4017

9,000 acres in the towns of Plymouth and Pharsalia, 
providing hiking, biking, fishing, hunting, trapping, 
snowmobiling, snowshoeing, and skiing. The forest 
contains six miles of the Finger Lakes Trail. Features 
an accessible viewing platform overlooking the 25-acre 
Round Pond.

Rogers Environmental Education Center
Chamber Member

2715 St. Rte. 80 West
Sherburne, NY 13460

(607) 674-4733
Operated by Friends of Rogers, they offer many 

demonstratons and programming relating to the out-
doors. Hiking and other outdoor activities are also 
offered. Facilities include a visitor’s center and a picnic 
area.

Round Pond
1 mile west of Smithville Flats

Smithville Flats, NY
Canoes, 26 acres on state forest land 1 mi. west of 

Smithville Flats. Fish: Chain pickerel and panfish.

The Finger Lakes trail Conferene, Inc.
NYS Finger Lakes Trail Center

(607) 334-3872
Spans NY State, 5 trail sections run through Chenango 

County- 77.9 miles. Activities: Bird watching, cross-coun-
try skiing, hiking, photography, snowshoeing.

Unadilla River
So. New Berlin, off Rte. 8 & 23

Excellent canoeing, long, deep, slow pools; mostly 
tree-lined. Fish: Walleye, chain pickerel, large and 
smallmouth bass and panfish.

Whaupaunaucau State Forest
North Norwich, NY
DEC (607) 674-4017

1,187 acres of trails that are available for X-country 
skiing and hiking. No motorized vehicles are allowed. 
Fishing is also available on Jeffrey’s Pond, a 10-acre 
impoundment.

Wolf Mountain Nature Center
Chamber Member

562 Hopkins Crandall Road
Smyrna, NY 13464

(607) 627-6784
A nature center, dedicating to connecting people 

with the spirit of the wild. Visit our Timber Wolf packs, 
Eastern coyotes, and Arctic Foxes. Picnic area, gift shop 
(no credit/debit accepted). Tours available.

Visit Chenango County Outdoors -

Continued from page 2

impact Project volunteers work on building a ramp for The Place at their new Bainbridge location. 
(Submitted photo)
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Longview Farm & Event Center 
is a stunning, 7,400-square-foot 
venue designed to bring your vision 
to life. Fully furnished and backed by 
over a decade of event experience, 
we provide everything you need for 
a seamless, stress-free celebration. 
Enjoy exclusive full-weekend access 
to the property, a breathtaking 
outdoor ceremony space with an 
indoor backup option, and beautifully 
designed indoor and outdoor 
gathering areas—including a 
covered patio and cozy fire pits—
creating the perfect setting for 
unforgettable moments.

For the entire list of amenities included in 
your ‘wedding weekend’, visit our website
www.longviewfarmandeventcenter.com.

To tour our venue or to schedule
a free consult, call 607-316-9144 
 

Call for a personalized quote for your next event, 607-316-9144
Visit us online for a full menu and services we offer: 

www.tullerscatering.com

Tuller’s Catering is a full-service catering 
company  serving the Chenango and Otsego 
Counties for over a decade, known for custom 
menus, fresh ingredients, and exceptional 
service for weddings, corporate events, and 
private celebrations. 

Owned and operated by Mark Tuller,  a  
classically trained, professional chef with 
20 years of experience, Tuller’s Catering brings 
personalized flavor and flawless execution to every occasion, creating 
memorable dining experiences tailored to your vision.

RIVERSIDE
REDEMPTION
CENTER

5012 STATE HIGHWAY 12
NORWICH, NY 

By the Halfway House Bridge

STOP IN OR TEXT 607-316-6713

OUR TRUCK LOAD OF WOOD PELLETS JUST ARRIVED

COME 
GET YOURS 

NOW!

We are your New England Premium Wood Pellet Retailer

COME SEE US SOON AND REMEMBER 
TO BRING YOUR CAN & BOTTLE RETURNS 
WHILE YOU ARE HERE FOR PELLETS.

HIGH PERFORMANCE HEAT 
HARDWOOD SOFTWOOD BLEND

PREMIUM 
PLUS
Trusted by experienced pellet users across the Northeast, NEWP Premium Plus pellets 
are made from clean, dry hardwoods and engineered for a long, consistent burn.

• EXCEEDS EPA & PFI FUEL SPECIFICATIONS
• SPECIES: HARDWOOD MIX • HIGH PERFORMANCE HEAT
• CLEAN BURNING • LOW ASH • 8300 MAX BTU

$37000 /
TON

$800 /
BAG

NYS Comptroller: Chenango faces ‘severe shortage’ in 
professional healthcare

New Berlin’s own social network...
delivered to your mailbox or at a 

local newsstand every week.

Call 337-3087 to start your subscription today - 
for as little as $39 a year! (In County)

Wharton Valle
The Gazette

y
Serving the Unadi l la and Butternut Val leys s ince 1871

NORWICH – In August 
2025, Chenango County 
was named on a list of 16 
rural counties that faces a 
severe healthcare profession-
al shortage, according to a 
new report released by the 
New York State Comptroller’s 
Office.

The report highlights 
“alarming shortfalls” in pri-
mary care, pediatric, and 
obstetrician and gynecolo-
gist (OBGYN) doctors, den-
tists and mental health prac-
titioners.

Most severe, the report 
states, is the shortage of 
mental health doctors. All 
16 rural counties studied are 
designated by the federal 
government as areas having 
professional shortages.

The shortfall of health-
care workers in Chenango 
County adds another burden 
to an aging population of 
roughly 45,800 people. About 
31 percent of the county 
(14,333 people) is enrolled in 
Medicaid – the third highest 
Medicaid enrollment of the 
16 rural counties mentioned 
in the comptroller’s report.

Findings of the report note 

that for every 10,000 people 
living in Chenango County 
in 2022, there were fewer 
than three primary care phy-
sicians available, and fewer 
than two family and general 
practice physicians, resulting 
in an underserved popula-
tion of more than 12,000 indi-
viduals.

Other findings show that 
for every 10,000 people in 
the county, there are fewer 
than three physician assis-
tants; 12 nurse practitioners; 
one OBGYN; three dentists; 
and four mental health prac-
titioners (resulting in about 
14,000 underserved individu-

als). There were zero pediat-
ric physicians when numbers 
were gathered in 2022.

All this leads to a severely 
underserved community, said 
New York State Comptroller 
Thomas DiNapoli, and may 
present problems for future 
health care and the ability to 
attract new people to rural 
regions.

“The ability to access health 
care is an essential quality of 
life issue,” DiNapoli said. “As 
the population of rural areas 
of the state ages at a fast-
er rate, the healthcare needs 
of these New Yorkers will 

increase, and if unaddressed, 
shortages will get worse.”

In addition to Chenango 
County, the report exam-
ined healthcare profes-
sional access in Allegany, 
Cattaraugus, Delaware, 
Essex, Franklin, Greene, 
Hamilton, Herkimer, Lewis, 
Schuyler, Steuben, Sullivan, 
Washington, Wyoming, and 
Yates counties.

Key findings of the study 
conclude that the profes-
sional healthcare shortage 
in Chenango County falls 
below national guidelines 
set by the Graduate Medical 

Education National Advisory 
Committee (GMENAC) 
which is used to assess the 
supply of physicians across 
all different fields of health-
care. What’s more, the U.S. 
The Health Resources and 
Services Administration gave 
a low rating in each field 
of healthcare. A full copy of 
the report can be found on 
the New York Comptroller’s 
website, osc.ny.gov.

https://www.osc.ny.gov/
press/releases/2025/08/
d i n a p o l i - r u r a l - c o u n -
ties-face-shortage-health-pro-
fessionals

SHAWN MAGRATH
EVENING SUN

UHS Chenango Memorial Hospital in Norwich. A new report from the NYS Comptroller’s Office highlights 
the severe shortage of healthcare professionals in Chenango County. (Photo by Shawn Magrath)
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7044 State Hwy. 12, North Norwich, NY 13814
(former North Norwich Motors location)
Open Mon. - Fri. (8-4) Saturday (8-Noon) or by appt.
Brent & Alyson Seymour Owners
607-334-6956

Stock Up Now: • Rock Salt  • Wood Shavings • Water Softener Salts 

FUEL AND FEED PRODUCTS TO KEEP YOU 
AND YOUR ANIMALS WARM AND FED!

RELIABLE LONG
LASTING HEAT!

PREMIUM HEAT!
CLEAN BURN!

QUALITY FEED
FOR EVERY ANIMAL 

ON YOUR FARM!

DON’T RUN OUT...

ROCK 
SALT

   By the Bag or by 
the Pallet!

HARDWOOD 
WOOD PELLETS
by the Bag or by the Ton!

Stored inside and dry.

COAL
BY THE BAG OR 

BY THE TON!
•Rice •Nut •Pea

Approved

NOW
IN STOCK!

FEED
• Chicken
• Sheep
• Goat
• Turkey
• Swine
• Beef 
• Dairy
• Horse
• Rabbit

• Alfalfa 
Cubes

• Whole Corn
• Ground 

Corn
• Black Oil 

Sunflower 
Seed

• Bird Seed KEYSTONE MILLS

More
new products 
coming in... 
Check back 

often!
Follow Us On

More Heat- Less Ash

industry and to enjoy the 
Dairy Day activities. 

CCFB President and Dairy 
Day Committee Member 
Terry Ives said, “Dairy Day 
was a success. It was relaxing 
to watch people sit and enjoy 
the Norwich City Band.”

“The kids had fun with the 
bale maze as always,” he con-
tinued. “Face painting was 
very popular too.”

Ives said a few people 
asked about the farm ani-
mals as the animals arrived a 
little later than expected.

“People were asking about 
the live animals before they 
arrived,” he said. “Someone 
had to get their chores done 
at home first.”

Once the animals were 
brought in, families flocked 
to the farm petting zoo and 
children leaned in for close 
inspections, petting their 
heads and smiling back at 
the animals. 

Ives said Dairy Day also 
provided the chance to visit 
with people you don’t see 
often.

“All in all,” Ives added, “It 
was a successful day.”

Farmall and International 
Tractors were on display out-
side and in the 4-H building, 
mini tractors were displayed. 
Photo Contests and color-
ing contests were offered by 
Chenango County Pomona 
Grange #29 and the Chenango 
County Farm Bureau.

Dairy Day Committee 
Member Marge Davis was 
in charge of the 2025 photo 
contest and said the theme 
is ‘See the USA’. Entrants 
must be at least 13 years old 
and the photo must be taken 
within the United States. 

As Davis handed out infor-

mation for the contest, she 
mentioned all entries will 
be displayed at the 2025 
Chenango County Fair. 

The Norwich City Band 
played for about an hour and 
children scrambled to get in 
line for face painting or the 
hay bale maze, leaving stroll-
er pushing parents to catch 
up.

One mom said her children 
barely slept the night before, 
anticipating the maze and 
petting zoo.

“I kept telling them to go 
to sleep and they giggled 
and asked if they could bring 

a cow home,” said Tyree 
Bennett. 

Craig Downey and his wife 
were watching their three 
boys in the hay bale maze. 

“This is their favorite part,” 
Downey said. “We come 
every year and this is where 
they run to first.”

In addition to Downey’s 
boys revving it up inside the 
maze, other children hooped 
and hollered as they ran 
through. 

The hay bale maze was 
carefully constructed by 
Dairy Day Committee 
Member Karen Hoffman. 

Hoffman has been creating 
an original maze every year 
for Dairy Day since 2001.

She said she enjoys watch-
ing the families and their 
children having fun together.

Dairy Day organizer’s 
included: The Chenango 
County Department of Public 
Health, Cornell Cooperative 
Extension Expanded Food 
and Nutrition Education 
Program, Chenango County 
Habitat for Humanity, Future 
Farmers of America, and the 
Dairy Day Ambassadors, 
who served ice-cream donat-
ed by Stewart’s Shops.

In the 4-H building, kids gathered to color pictures with Miss New York Dairy Ambassador Breanna 
Thall. (Photo by Kelli Miller)

Chenango County Dairy Day celebrated everything  
agriculture in 2025 -

One of the most popular events at Dairy Day was face painting. (Photo by Kelli Miller)

Continued from page 1
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Safe Quality Heating Systems

6254 County Road 32, Norwich, NY 13815
PHONE (607) 334-3633

www.reesemarshall.com • email: info@reesemarshall.com

Our Customers Are 
Our First Priority

Our Pledge...
Our Customers are our first priority.
Reese-Marshall is here to serve you with your 
heating and cooling needs. We Pledge to 
constantly reaffirm this with our actions, which 
we have built our reputation on.  

We Offer...
• Free estimates for all installations
• Automatic delivery with a guarantee
• 24-hour emergency service, 365 days a year
• A variety of budget and burner service plans
• People who care about providing quality
  service

Our Area of 
Service...
Reese-Marshall Co. Inc.’s office and storage 
facility is located on County Road 32, in 
Norwich. Our service area extends to Norwich 
and the following areas:
• Oxford - McDonough - Guilford - Preston
• Mt. Upton - Gilbertsville - Morris
• South New Berlin - New Berlin - Edmeston
• South Edmeston - West Edmeston - Pittsfield
• Sherburne - North Norwich - Earlville - 
Columbus Smyrna

• Otselic - South Otselic - Pitcher - Plymouth
• Sidney - Bainbridge
• Hamilton - Madison - Morrisville - Brookfield

Thinking of a new heating system? 
Don’t hesitate to call for a free written estimate.

Quality Products...
Reese-Marshall Co. Inc. carries a full line of quality fuels including 

B-10 Heating Oil, Diesel, Gasoline and Propane Gas. 

Our Burner Service Department is fully equipped to 
handle any repair or installation.


